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presenting the proposed project and receiving public input.  The construction of any 

new or the expansion of any existing accessory use / structure shall be exempt from 

the meeting requirement, but still require notice to all abutters within 300 feet of the 

subject property; 

3) All abutters within 300 feet of the subject property shall receive notification, via 

mail, of such meeting and a notice of such meeting shall be placed in a local 

newspaper. 
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1. Intent and Purpose 

The intent and purpose of this section is to provide the specific means by which this bylaw is 

administered, enforced, varied and amended, and to specify the limits of validity. 

2. Administrative Officials 

 The duties of administering and enforcing the provisions of this ordinance are hereby conferred 

upon the Building Commissioner and the Zoning Administrator, who shall have such powers as are 

conferred upon them by this zoning bylaw, and as reasonably may be implied. 

3. Duties of the Administrative Officials 

A. It shall be the duty of the Building Commissioner, or duly authorized agents, to cause 

any plans, buildings, or premises to be examined or inspected to determine that they are 

not in violation of provisions of this bylaw. The Zoning Administrator shall have the 

independent authority and duty to cause any plans, buildings, or premises to be 

examined or inspected to determine that they are not in violation of provisions of this 

bylaw. The Zoning Administrator shall have the duty of interpretation of the zoning 

bylaw and the Zoning Administrator's decision shall control. 

B. Enforcement of this bylaw shall be carried out by the Administrative Officials, or 

designee, in accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 40A, Section 7 and in accordance with this 

bylaw.  

4. Building Permits 

No building or structure shall be constructed or reconstructed and no use of a building, structure 

or land shall be begun or changed without a permit having been issued by the Building 

Commissioner, or designee.  No such building permit shall be issued until such construction, 

alteration, or use, as proposed, shall comply in all respects with the provisions of this by-law or 

with a decision rendered by the Board of Appeals, or designee. 

5. Application and Plans 

If required by the Building Commissioner, an application for such permit shall be accompanied by 

a plan, accurately drawn, showing the actual shape and dimensions of the lot to be built upon, the 

exact location and size of all buildings or structures already on the lot, the location of new buildings 

to be constructed, together with the lines within which all buildings or structures are to be erected, 

the existing and intended use of each building or structure and such other information as may be 

Section 2: Administration 
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methods of underground utilities' installation and construction.  There shall be adequate 

public water and public sewer to service the site prior to any construction taking place.  

All drainage and runoff associated with the site shall be properly controlled. 

I. There shall be adequate outdoor lighting of a residential character incorporated into the 

site for public safety. 

J. No charges shall be levied in connection with the use of any facilities described herein 

by non-residents of the site (except for meals of invited guests), and no facilities 

described herein shall be used by the public at large or used for promotional activities 

except by special permit issued by the Board of Selectmen. 

K. There shall be no manufacturing or industrial use made on the site by any resident 

thereof or other person or entity. 

L. The sale at wholesale or retail of merchandise or goods of any nature, and the dispensing 

of professional services shall be prohibited. 

M. Age requirements for occupancy of units in a congregate housing development shall be 

established pursuant to applicable state law. 

 

* February 29, 1988 

 



 

221 

 

1. Purpose 

The purpose of Section 36 of the Danvers zoning by-law is to permit and regulate, for the 

promotion of the public health, safety, convenience and welfare of the citizens of the Town of 

Danvers, Assisted Living Residences in the Multi-Family Zoning District Residence II-A as 

defined in both Sections 36.2 and 40 of this by-law. 

2. Definitions 

Assisted Living Residence-ALR:  Any residential development owned and operated by an entity, 

however organized, whether conducted for profit or not for profit, which meets all of the 

following criteria: 

A. Provides room and board; and 

B. Provides directly by employees of the entity or through arrangements with another 

organization, which the entity may or may not control or own, assistance with the 

activities of daily living for three (3) or more adult residents who are not related by 

consanguinity or affinity to the care provider; and 

C. Collects payments or third-party reimbursements from or on behalf of residents to pay 

for the provisions of assistance with the activities of daily living or arranges for the 

same; and 

D. Is eligible for certification as an Assisted Living Residence by the Executive Office of 

Elder Affairs pursuant to MGL Chapter 19D and all other applicable requirements. 

E. This definition shall not include any other forms of group living quarters, such as; group 

foster care, group homes, single room occupancy residences, rooming or lodging houses 

and other similar facilities as listed in Commonwealth of Massachusetts Regulations 

(651 CMR 12.01). 

3. Special Permit and Site Plan Approval Authority 

The Planning Board, acting as the Special Permit Granting Authority (SPGA), may grant a 

Special Permit to allow an Assisted Living Residence, as defined under Section 36.2 and 40 of 

this by-law, in Residence IIA District, subject to the conditions generally outlined in Section 30 

Special Permits and specifically delineated in Section 30.4 Conditions for Special Permits, of this 

by-law, as well as the following conditions: 

A. That the tract of land for which the Special Permit is requested be of at least five (5) 

acres in size, held either in common ownership at the time of making application to the 

Section 36: Assisted Living Residences 
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Planning Board for a special permit, or under written option to purchase by the 

applicant, or with written permission from the landowner to pursue application, and shall 

be located in the Residence IIA District; and 

B. The designation of an Assisted Living Residence and the uses within it are subject to the 

granting of a Special Permit by the Planning Board, as well as an Approval of a Site Plan 

by the Planning Board as required by Section 4 of this by-law; and 

C. The Planning Board may condition its approval of a Special Permit for an Assisted 

Living Residence upon mitigation of the impacts of the said project upon public utilities 

and traffic flow. 

4. Uses Subject to Special Permit 

A. One Assisted Living Residence, as defined in Sections 36.2 and 40 of this by-law, 

comprised of not more than 125 units. 

B. Accessory uses which shall comply with all the dimensional, density and screening 

requirements set forth in Section 36.5 of this by-law and may include: 

1) Garage for utility, maintenance, and common transportation vehicles not to exceed 

3,000 square feet.  One single-story building to house maintenance and recreational 

equipment, shall not exceed 6,000 square feet; 

2) Outdoor swimming pools, tennis and other recreational courts or fields, residential 

greenhouses not to exceed 250 square feet, covered and uncovered sitting areas, and 

other landscaping amenities normal and accessory to the facility; 

3) Refuse containers, transportation drop-off areas and shelters; 

4) One identifying sign plus signs necessary to give clear directions to a parking lot or 

building entrance on premises.  Such signs shall not exceed four (4) square feet in 

area and will stand no higher than four (4) feet; 

5) Non-residential uses, limited to such optional services which the operator of an ALR 

may also provide on site including local transportation, barber/beauty services, 

sundries for personal consumption, and other amenities, provided: 

a) such uses serve the residents of the ALR only; 

b) such uses are conducted within and may be entered only from within the principal 

building; 

c) there is no external evidence of such use visible beyond the development site; 

d) the appearance and character of any commercial type uses are made aesthetically 

compatible with a residential development. 

6) Any other uses deemed normal, accessory, or incidental to an ALR. 

5. Dimensional, Density and Screening Requirements 

Elements of an Assisted Living Residence shall meet the requirements set forth below: 

Minimum lot area 5 acres 

Minimum lot area per dwelling unit 2,150 square feet 
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Minimum lot frontage 150 feet 

Front setback 75 feet 

Setback from Historic District 100 feet 

Maximum lot coverage by gross first floor 

area 

40 percent 

Maximum building height 35 feet 

Accessory structures height 25 feet 

Maximum number of units 125 

Side and rear setbacks 50 feet 

Minimum width of buffer strip in setback** 25 feet 

Maximum percentage of bordering 

vegetative wetland as defined by MGL Ch. 

131, §40 

75 percent 

 

** Within the side and rear setbacks, a two part buffer strip beginning at least two feet from the property 

line, shall consist of fifteen (15) feet of densely planted vegetation and ten (10) feet of lawn area 

intended to create a visually impermeable year round screen, which shall reach at least six (6) feet in 

height within five (5) years of planting.  At the discretion of the Planning Board, the vegetation within 

this fifteen (15) feet of buffer strip may be either existing vegetation, planted vegetation, or a 

combination thereof, and shall be maintained in a healthy state, or replaced with vegetation of 

comparable height and density.  The remaining ten (10) feet of buffer strip shall consist of traditional 

grass lawn.  Buffer strips may be located anywhere within the appropriate setback area; however, no 

paving, parking, storage or accessory buildings shall be located between the buffer strip and property 

line, as a means to further screen neighbors from the development site. 

No parking, storage, or accessory buildings or structures may be located within the front setback, 

except for signs as provided in this by-law.  Adequate landscape treatment shall be provided to be 

harmonious with the surrounding environment. 
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6. Signage Requirements 

A maximum of one (1) sign for the purpose of site identification may be erected in an Assisted 

Living Residence.  The sign shall be a maximum of thirty-two (32) square feet in size and no 

more than six (6) feet in height. 

The sign shall be freestanding and may be illuminated by not more than two (2) non-blinking 

white lights focused on the face(s) of the sign.  Said sign shall have a minimum front setback of 

twenty (20) feet.  Handicapped, No Parking, Fire Zone, directional (part of approval process 

outlined in 36.6), and other similar signs of four (4) square feet in size or less shall not be subject 

to the provisions of this section. 

7. General Provisions 

A. Before granting a Special Permit, the Planning Board shall ensure the proposed project 

satisfies the conditions listed in Section 30.4 of this by-law.  The Special Permit 

authorizing the designation of an Assisted Living Residence shall also authorize the 

placement of more than one (1) building or structure on a lot. 

B. There shall be no more than two (2) occupants residing in any dwelling unit.  No more 

than ten percent (10%) of the units may be occupied by more than one (1) person. 

C. The Assisted Living Residence shall provide for adequate access and accommodations 

as required by appropriate statutes. 

D. Bonding procedures and design and construction requirements for roadways, utilities, 

structures, and site amenities within an Assisted Living Residence shall be the same as 

those established by the Planning Board in the Rules and Regulations Governing the 

Subdivision of Land in Danvers, as most recently amended. 

E. All traveled ways shall be privately maintained with respect to the roadway upkeep and, 

snow and ice removal.  Refuse disposal and collection shall also be a private 

responsibility. 

F. All buildings and structures located on the site shall be residential in character and 

design.  All utilities on the site shall be so designed and constructed to be underground 

pursuant to the requirements of the respective utility corporation.  There shall be 

adequate public water and public sewer to service the site prior to any construction 
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taking place.  All drainage and runoff associated with the site development shall be 

properly controlled utilizing Best Management Practice for Stormwater Discharge. 

G. There shall be adequate outdoor lighting of a residential character incorporated into the 

site for public safety and aesthetic purposes. 

H. No charges shall be levied in connection with the use of any facilities described herein 

by non-residents of the facility (except for meals of invited guests). 

I. There shall be no manufacturing or industrial use made on the site by any resident 

thereof or other persons or entity. 

J. The sale at wholesale or retail of merchandise or goods of any nature to non-residents, 

and the dispensing of professional services to non-residents shall be prohibited, except 

for employees, and residents' visitors. 

K. Parking, loading, and refuse disposal location, design, and screening or buffering are 

subject to the review and requirements of the Planning Board as outlined in Section 10 

of this by-law. 
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1. Purpose & Intent 

A. Permit such signs that will not, by their reason, size, location, construction or manner of 

display, endanger public health, safety and welfare; 

B. Permit and regulate signs to complement land use; 

C. Preserve and enhance the aesthetic environment; 

D. Provide standards, guidelines and direction constituting appropriate signage. 

2. Applicability 

A. Any sign to be erected, altered or enlarged shall be subject to this bylaw as follows:  

1) Proposed Signs that are in compliance with all applicable provisions of this bylaw 

shall require a permit from the Building Commissioner. 

2) Pre-existing signs that are non-conforming to the applicable provisions of this bylaw 

may not be enlarged or altered in any way other than for maintenance or to change 

the graphics, panels or colors, except to conform or conform to a greater degree to the 

requirements of this by-law, or through a M.G.L Chapter 40A, Section 6 finding from 

the Zoning Board of Appeals. This exemption shall terminate with respect to any sign 

which is not repaired within thirty (30) days of notice of required repairs, as given by 

the Building Commissioner.   

 

Section 37: SIGN BYLAW 
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3. Application Requirements 

A. Proposed Signs 

1) Completed building permit application and applicable filing fee. 

2) Plans or diagrams (to scale) of the sign. 

3) Plans or diagrams (to scale) displaying the location of the sign on the lot or 

building. 

4) Calculations needed to verify compliance or extent of non-compliance with 

applicable provisions. 
 

B. Pre-existing Non- Conforming Signs: 

1) Completed building permit application and applicable filing fee. 

2) Plans or diagrams (to scale) of the existing and modified sign. 

3) Plans or diagrams (to scale) displaying the location of the existing and 

modified sign. 

4) Calculations needed to determine extent of increased non-compliance. 
 

4. Permitted Signs by Zoning District 

A. Health Care District 

1) A maximum of one (1) sign shall be allowed for each business. 

2) Signs may be placed on the building wall or may be freestanding ground signs 

between the street and the building. 

3) The area of any wall sign shall not exceed fifty (50) square feet. 

4) The area of any freestanding ground sign shall not exceed fifty (50) square 

feet and shall be set back twenty-five (25) feet from the street line.  Maximum 

sign height is six (6) feet and shall be measured from the ground to the top of 

the sign. 

5)  For buildings with two (2) or more medical businesses, each business is 

allowed one (1) attached sign, but the total sign area may not exceed 50 sq. ft. 

6) No signs shall be placed on the roof of any building, and no wall sign shall 

project above the roofline of the building. 
 

B. Village District 

1) A maximum of one (1) freestanding ground sign per lot shall not exceed ten (10) feet 

in height or forty-two (42) square feet in area. 

2) No signs shall be placed on the roof of any building, and no wall sign shall project 

above the roofline of the building, except if a front fascia extends above the roofline, 
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then a sign may be placed on the fascia.  However, said sign may not extend above 

the fascia. 

3) Signs shall not exceed height of the building and shall not exceed in total area one (1) 

square foot for each linear foot of exterior wall to which it is attached, and in no case 

may they exceed twenty (20) square feet. 

4) For buildings with two (2) or more businesses, each business is allowed one (1) 

attached sign, but the total sign area may not exceed one (1) square foot per linear 

foot of exterior wall. 

5) A maximum of one (1) sign shall be allowed for each lot, unless the   lot fronts on 

two (2) or more streets, in which case one (1) sign facing each street may be used up 

to a maximum of two (2) signs per lot. 

6) In situations where more than one (1) structure or more than one (1) business 

in a structure exists on a lot, such as with office and industrial parks, shopping 

centers and multi-tenant buildings, one (1) freestanding ground sign in 

conformance with Section 37.4.B.1 shall be allowed at the entrance to the lot 

and one (1) attached wall sign in accordance with Section 37.4.B.(2) and (3). 

shall be allowed for each business or tenant, provided that the total sign area 

does not exceed ten percent (10%) of the façade or wall area of the leased area 

per tenant as defined from lease line to lease line. 
 

C. Commercial I, Commercial IA, and Waterfront Village District 

   For property not located in the Downtown Improvement District: 

1) Freestanding ground signs shall not exceed fifteen (15) feet in height, or forty-two 

(42) square feet in area and shall be set back a minimum of ten (10) feet. 

2) One (1) attached wall sign is permitted for each exterior wall of a building or 

establishment, which faces a public way or contains a public entrance.  The 

wall sign shall be attached directly to the face of the building, and may not 

project more than twelve (12) inches from the wall to which it is attached and 

may not exceed in total area one (1) square foot for each linear foot of exterior 

wall to which it is attached, and in no case may exceed twenty (20) square 

feet. 

3) For buildings with two (2) or more businesses using a common entrance, each 

business is allowed one (1) attached sign, but the total sign area may not 

exceed one (1) square foot per linear foot of exterior wall. 

4) One (1) awning sign is permitted for each display window of a business, with 

sign lettering not to exceed twenty percent (20%) of each awning area. 

5) Permanent window signs, including lettering, are permitted, not to exceed 

twenty percent (20%) of the window area. 

6) No signs shall be placed on the roof of any building, and no wall sign shall 

project above the roofline of the building, except if a front fascia extends 

above the roofline, then a sign may be placed on that fascia.  However, said 

sign may not extend above the fascia. 

7) In situations where more than one (1) structure or more than one (1) business 

in a structure exists on a lot, such as with office and industrial parks, shopping 

centers and multi-tenant buildings, one (1) freestanding ground sign in 

conformance with Section 37.4.C.1 shall be allowed at the entrance to the lot 
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and one (1) attached wall sign in accordance with Section 37.4.C.(2) and (3) 

shall be allowed for each business or tenant, provided that the total sign area 

does not exceed ten percent (10%) of the façade or wall area of the leased area 

per tenant as defined from lease line to lease line. 
 

D. Industrial I / Industrial II, Highway Corridor Zone, and Danversport Industrial 

1) A maximum of one (1) sign shall be allowed for each lot, unless the lot fronts on two 

(2) or more streets, in which case one (1) sign facing each street may be used up to a 

maximum of two (2) signs per lot. 

2) Signs may be placed on the building wall or may be freestanding ground signs 

between the street and the building.  In circumstances where a second sign is 

allowed, the wall sign shall not exceed thirty two (32) square feet and the 

freestanding ground sign shall not exceed thirty two (32) square feet, shall be 

setback a minimum of ten (10) feet for the street line and shall not exceed a 

maximum height of five (5) feet.  

3) The area of any wall sign shall not exceed ten percent (10%) of the wall to or 

on which it is attached.  For a wall sign, it shall be attached directly to the face 

of the building, and may not project more than twelve (12) inches from the 

wall to which it is attached. 

4) The area of any freestanding ground sign shall not exceed one hundred (100) 

square feet, and shall be set back a minimum ten (10) feet from the street line.  

Maximum sign height is twenty (20) feet.   

5) In situations where more than one (1) structure or more than one (1) use in a 

structure exists on a lot, such as with office and industrial parks, shopping 

centers and multi-tenant buildings, one (1) freestanding ground sign in 

conformance with Sections 37.4.D.(1), (2), and (4) shall be allowed at the 

entrance to the lot and one (1) attached wall sign in accordance with Section 

37.4.D.3. shall be allowed for each business or tenant, provided that the total 

sign area does not exceed ten percent (10%) of the façade or wall area of the 

leased area per tenant as defined from lease line to lease line. 

6) One (1) awning sign is permitted for each display window of a business, with 

sign lettering not to exceed twenty percent (20%) of each awning area. 

7) Temporary and permanent window signs, including lettering, are permitted, 

not to exceed twenty percent (20%) of the window area. 

8) No signs shall be placed on the roof of any building, and no wall sign shall 

project above the roofline of the building, except if a front fascia extends 

above the roofline, then a sign may be placed on that fascia.  However, said 

sign may not extend above the fascia. 

9) Off-premise signs – See Section 37.8 of this sign bylaw.  

 
E. Route 114A and Route 114B 

1) A maximum of one (1) sign shall be allowed for each lot, unless the lot fronts on two 

(2) or more streets, in which case one (1) sign facing each street may be used up to a 

maximum of two (2) signs per lot. 

2) Signs may be placed on the building wall or may be freestanding ground sign 

between the street and the building. In circumstances where a second sign is 
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allowed, the wall sign shall not exceed thirty two (32) square feet and the 

freestanding ground sign shall not exceed thirty two (32) square feet, shall be 

setback a minimum of ten (10) feet from the street line and shall not exceed a 

maximum height of five (5) feet.  

3) The area of any wall sign shall not exceed ten percent (10%) of the wall on or 

to which it is attached.  For a wall sign, it shall be attached directly to the face 

of the building, and may not project more than twelve (12) inches from the 

wall to which it is attached. 

4) The area of any freestanding ground sign shall not exceed one hundred (100) 

square feet, and shall be set back a minimum of twenty-five (25) feet from the 

street line.  Maximum sign height is twenty (20) feet.  Minimum sign height is 

six (6) feet. 

5) In situations where more than one (1) structure or more than one (1) business 

in a structure exists on a lot, such as with office and industrial parks, shopping 

centers and multi-tenant buildings, one (1) freestanding ground sign in 

conformance with sections 37.4.E.(1), (2), and (4), shall be allowed at the 

entrance to the lot and one (1) attached wall sign, in accordance with Section 

37.4.E.(2) and (3), shall be allowed for each business or tenant, provided that 

the total sign area does not exceed ten percent (10%) of the façade or wall 

area of the leased area per tenant as defined from lease line to lease line.   

6) One (1) awning sign is permitted for each display window of a business, with 

sign lettering not to exceed twenty percent (20%) of each awning area. 

7) Temporary and permanent window signs, including lettering, are permitted, 

not to exceed twenty percent (20%) of the window area. 

8) No signs shall be placed on the roof of any building, and no wall sign shall 

project above the roofline of the building except if a front fascia extends 

above the roofline, then a sign may be placed on that fascia.  However, said 

sign may not extend above the fascia. 

9) Off- premises signs – see Section 37.8 of this bylaw. 
 

F. Commercial Three (III) 

For shopping centers 

1) Exterior wall signs are allowed on all exterior facades of the structure, but the signs 

for the tenant shall not take up in total area more than 10% of the tenant’s longest 

facade, measuring from the ground floor elevation to the lowest roofline edge 

(measurement not to exceed 20’ in height). 

2) Exterior wall signs are limited to those tenants who have direct exterior 

entrances available for public use or for tenants whose gross leasable floor 

area is in excess of 20,000 SF, except that for a shopping center, which also 

has tenants without direct exterior entrances, an exterior sign shall be allowed 

at the common entrance(s) to these tenants.  The content of the sign shall be 

limited to “mall entrance” or similar wording and shall not exceed 35 square 

feet in size. 

3) A maximum of two freestanding ground signs shall be allowed per shopping 

center.  Both signs shall be located at Endicott Street entrances only.  One sign 
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shall be in accordance with Section 37.4.F.8, and the other shall be a mall 

identification sign not to exceed twenty (20) square feet (20 SF). 

4) Signs shall conform to the further requirements of 37.4.F.(8), (9), and (11). 
 

For all other uses: 

5) A maximum of one (1) sign shall be allowed for each lot, unless the lot fronts on two 

(2) or more streets, in which case one (1) sign facing each street may be used up to a 

maximum of two (2) signs per lot. 

6) Signs may be placed on the building wall or may be freestanding ground sign 

between the street and the building.  In circumstances where a second 

identifying sign is allowed, the wall sign shall not exceed thirty two (32) 

square feet and the freestanding ground sign shall not exceed thirty two (32) 

square feet, shall be setback a minimum of ten (10) feet for the street line and 

shall not exceed a maximum height of five (5) feet.  

7) The area of any wall sign shall not exceed ten percent (10%) of the wall in 

which it is attached.  A wall sign shall be attached directly to the face of the 

building, and may not project more than twelve (12) inches from the wall to 

which it is attached. 

8) The area of any freestanding ground sign shall not exceed one hundred (100) 

square feet, and shall be set back a minimum ten (10) feet from the street line.  

Maximum sign height is twenty (20) feet.   Ground signs are also permitted up 

to six (6) feet in height with the same setbacks. 

9) In situations where more than one (1) structure or more than one (1) business 

in a structure exists on a lot, such as with office and industrial parks and 

multi-tenant buildings, one (1) freestanding ground sign in conformance with 

Sections 37.4.F.(5), (6), and (8) shall be allowed at the entrance to the lot and 

one (1) attached wall sign in accordance with Sections 37.4.F.(7)  shall be 

allowed for each business or tenant, provided that the total sign area does not 

exceed ten percent (10%) of the façade or wall area of the leased area per 

tenant as defined from lease line to lease line.  

10) Temporary and permanent window signs, including lettering, are permitted, 

not to exceed twenty percent (20%) of the window area. 

11) No signs shall be placed on the roof of any building, and no wall sign shall 

project above the roofline of the building, except if a front fascia extends over 

the roofline, then a sign may be placed on that fascia.  However, said sign may 

not extend above the fascia. 
 

G. Residential I, IA, II, IIA, III & IIIA 

The Zoning Board of Appeals may issue a special permit for signage in connection with 

any multi-family or non-residential use (not including exempt uses), in accordance with 

the following standards: 
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1) one (1) sign, not to exceed twenty (20) sq. ft. with a maximum height of six (6) feet 

and a minimum setback of ten (10) ft.   

2) specifically for multi-family units, a two (2) sq. ft. sign for each building, 

including only the name of the building and its number.    

5.  Design Standards 

A. Any lighting of a sign shall be constant (non-blinking), stationary and installed in a 

manner that will prevent light from falling on any street or adjacent property.   Lighting 

shall be directed solely at or be internal to the sign.  

B. No sign shall be illuminated between the hours of 11 p.m. and 6 a.m. except signs on     

premises open for business and directional signage. 

C. Signs shall not be designed, colored, or placed to create a hazardous condition for motor 

vehicle traffic.  Illumination of signage shall conform to the lighting requirements of 

Section 4 of this by-law, as most recently amended. 

D. No animated, moving, or flashing signs shall be permitted on the building or in the 

building to be seen from the outside, on the lot or the adjacent lot.  Traditional holiday 

decorations and lights, when in season, are allowed. 

6. Permitted Signs  

A. Directional Signage: Signs necessary to give clear directions to a parking lot or 

building entrance on the premises are permitted.  Such signs shall not exceed 

four (4) square feet in area, or shall they stand more than four (4) feet high and 

shall be measured from the ground to the top of the sign. 

B. Temporary Signs: Within any non-residential zoning district, contractor (at 

construction site while work is in progress) and temporary real estate signs 

advertising rental, lease, or sale of the property, or part thereof, shall be allowed 

for each use for up to ninety (90) days by application to the Building 

Commissioner.  Such signs shall be setback a minimum of ten (10) feet from the 

street line and shall not exceed thirty-two (32) square feet in the aggregate.  

Renewals of temporary real estate signs shall be allowed by application to the 

Building Inspector. 

Within any non-residential zoning district, a temporary sign or signs advertising 

the opening of a new business shall be allowed for up to ten (10) days by 

application to the Building Commissioner along with provision of surety in the 

amount of not less than $500.  Release of the surety will be granted by the 



 

233 

 

Building Commissioner upon receipt of satisfactory evidence that the temporary 

sign was permanently removed within the ten (10) day window.  Failure to 

remove the sign at the end of this period shall result in loss of surety and is 

subject to subsequent enforcement activity for violation of the Sign Bylaw.  Such 

signs shall be setback a minimum of ten (10) feet from the street line and shall 

not exceed sixty (60) square feet in the aggregate. 

C. Exempt Uses: Within residential zoning districts, exempt uses, as defined in MGL 

Chapter 40A, Section 3, including but not limited to, agricultural, religious, 

educational, child care and family day care homes, shall be permitted one (1) 

sign on each street front, not to exceed twenty (20) sq. ft. with a maximum height 

of six (6) feet and a minimum setback of ten (10) ft.  Within non-residential 

zoning district, exempt uses shall comply with the sign regulations of the under-

lying district. 

D. Holiday lights and decorations which contain no commercial messages and 

which are displayed during the appropriate season 

E. Home –occupations: See zoning bylaw for applicable sections. 

F. Menu board(s) in association with a drive-through facility are allowed provided 

that each board does not exceed a maximum size of 40 square feet and a 

maximum height of 10 feet.  A maximum of one board is allowed per drive-

through lane.  A menu board shall not be considered a “sign” provided that it is 

in conjunction with a drive-through use. 

7. Prohibited Signs in all Zoning Districts 

A. Portable signs 

B. Roof signs  

8. Off-premises signs (within the Highway Corridor Zone and Route 114 A Zoning 

Districts Only) 

A. Notwithstanding any other provision of these by-laws to the contrary, the Zoning Board 

of Appeals may issue a Special Permit for an off-premise sign providing: 

1) The purpose of the sign is to facilitate public and private convenience and necessity; 

to provide direction and facilitate proper traffic flow; to alleviate congestion on 

public streets; to provide sufficient access to private lands and businesses; to 
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minimize curb cuts to public streets; or to encourage utilization of fewer (or a single) 

curb cuts by more than one user. 

2) Upon the recommendation of the Planning Board, Police Department, Fire 

Department, Board of Selectmen, Zoning Board of Appeals, or Traffic Advisory 

Committee, the Zoning Board shall consider the granting of a special permit to install 

an off-premise sign in order to fulfill the purposes outlined in 37.8.A.1. above.  In 

cases where access to a public street is pursuant to Massachusetts State Curb Cut, the 

Massachusetts Highway Department shall be consulted. 

3) The Zoning Board, in granting any such permit, shall ensure that maintenance and 

expense of any such sign is not a public expense. 

4) Dimensional provisions, unless otherwise varied in accordance with law, shall be as 

follows: 

 

Minimum front setback 0 

Maximum height 12 feet 

Minimum side and rear 

setback 

0 

B. Total area of either face of any such sign, shall not exceed 40 square feet, 

notwithstanding the number of businesses or uses identified on such sign, unless of 

course, otherwise varied in accordance with law.  In determining the allowable 

dimensions, the Zoning Board will consider, among other factors it deems relevant, the 

following: 

1) The number and size of buildings and lots to be served by the sign 

2) The effect of the topography of the land as it relates to the siting and visibility from 

the adjacent roadways. 

3) The effect of the topography of the land as it relates to the siting and visibility from 

adjacent residential uses. 

4) The utility of the sign as it relates specifically to the purposes stated in paragraph 1 

above. 

 

C. Within one hundred and twenty (120) days of the closing of a business, all wording must 

be painted over or obliterated by the applicant for the special permit and/or the building 

owner. 

D. If the development, granted a special permit allowing the installation of an off-

premise sign, thereafter requires approval through Section 4 (Site Plan Review) 

of the zoning by-law, the Special Permit Granting Authority reserves the right to 
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reevaluate through Section 37.8.A.1, and Section 37.8.B. (1) – (4). , the need for 

the continued use of the sign. 

E. The Special Permit Granting Authority may impose conditions, safeguards, and 

limitations of dimension, time, and use, as it may deem reasonably appropriate to 

protect the neighborhood or otherwise is consistent with the requirements of this 

special permit. 

9. Administration 

A. The Building Commissioner is authorized to order the repair or removal of any sign and 

its supporting structure that, in the judgment of the Building Commissioner, is dangerous 

or in disrepair, or which is erected or maintained contrary to this by-law. Such repair or 

removal shall be the responsibility of the building owner and must be completed within 

thirty (30) days of notification by the Building Commissioner.   

B. Within one hundred and twenty (120) days of the closing of a business, all 

wording must be painted over or obliterated by the building owner. 

10. Appeals 

All appeals from a decision /order of the Building Commissioner shall be held by the Zoning 

Board of Appeals. 

11. Non-Conforming Signs 

Nonconforming signs erected prior to the adoption of this bylaw may not be enlarged or altered in 

any way other than for maintenance or to change the graphics, panels or colors, except to conform 

to the requirements of this bylaw, or through a Section 3 finding from the Zoning Board of 

Appeals.  This exemption shall terminate with respect to any sign which is not repaired within 

thirty (30) days of notice of required repairs, as given by the Building Commissioner.  Appeals 

from the Building Commissioner’s order shall be held by the Zoning Board of Appeals. 
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1. GENERAL TERMINOLOGY 

A. When used in this Section, the words, terms, phrases, and acronyms listed in Subsection 

40.2 of this bylaw shall have the meanings ascribed to them therein, unless a contrary 

meaning is specifically prescribed elsewhere in this bylaw.   

B. Words, terms, and phrases that are not defined in this Section shall have their ordinary 

accepted meanings or those that the context may clearly imply.  

C. In cases where there is a conflict in the definition of a word, term, phrase, or acronym 

given herein and that given in the Town of Danvers Site Plan Regulations or Town of 

Danvers Subdivision Regulations, the definition given herein shall be determining. 

D. The Zoning Administrator shall have the authority to interpret or define words, terms, 

and phrases used in this Bylaw that are not defined in this Section.  The Zoning 

Administrator may consult a dictionary and other appropriate secondary sources related 

to planning and law to assist in making such judgments.  In case of conflicting 

definitions from various general dictionaries the definition(s) given in the Random 

House Webster’s Unabridged Dictionary shall be determining. 

E. For the purposes of this bylaw, the words “this bylaw” or “these bylaws” refer to the 

entire Zoning Bylaws of the Town of Danvers. The words “this section” refer to a 

specific portion of this bylaw, as designated by the appropriate Arabic numeral (such as 

“1” or “2”), a subsection by the appropriate Arabic sub-numerals (such as “1.1” or 

“1.2”), or another lower level designation. 

F. The words "shall" and “must” are mandatory, the word "may" is permissive, and the 

word “should” indicates a preferred or encouraged, but not necessarily a required course 

of action.  The present tense includes the future tense, the singular number includes the 

plural, and the plural number includes the singular. “Occupied” or “uses” shall be 

considered as though followed by “or intended, arranged or designed to be occupied or 

used or occupied”.  “Includes” (or “including”) means “includes, but is not limited to”. 

The word “person” includes a firm, association, organization, partnership, trust, 

company or corporation as well as an individual. 

G. Specialized sets of definitions are given in other sections in this bylaw, such as those 

applicable to signage (Section 37).  In case of conflict between a definition given in this 

section and that given in another section in this bylaw, the definition given in the other 

Section shall apply within that Section. 

 

Section 40: Definitions 
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2. DEFINTIONS 

ACCESSORY BUILDING / STRUCTURE: A subordinate detached building located on the same lot 

with the main building, occupied or devoted to an accessory use (see Figure 29). 

FIGURE 29: ACCESSORY BUILDING 
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ACCESSORY DWELLING UNIT (ADU): A separate dwelling unit located within a single-family 

detached dwelling or accessory building that is subordinate in size to and an accessory use to the 

single-family detached dwelling. The size of the Accessory Dwelling Unit shall not be less than 

500 square feet plus 100 square feet for every bedroom over one (1) but not more than 30% of the 

normally habitable gross floor area of the principal residential structure. Either the Accessory 

Dwelling Unit or the principal residence shall be occupied by the owner of the lot on which the 

Accessory Dwelling Unit is located except for bona fide temporary absences. Accessory 

Dwelling Units must be located on the same site but not necessarily within the principal 

residential structure. 

ACCESSORY USE:  A use subordinate to the Principal Use on the same lot or in the same structure 

and serving a purpose customarily incidental to the Principal Use, and which does not, in effect, 

constitute conversion of the Principal Use of the lot, site or structure to a use not otherwise 

permitted. 

Administering Agency or Monitoring Agent: The local housing authority or other qualified 

housing entity designated by the PAA, pursuant to Section 22.8, to review and implement the 

Affordability Requirements affecting projects under Section 18.12. 

AFFORDABLE UNIT: An Affordable Rental Unit or an Affordable Homeownership Unit that is 

affordable to and occupied by an Eligible Household. 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING: Housing that is affordable to and occupied by Eligible Households. 

AFFORDABLE HOMEOWNERSHIP UNIT: A dwelling unit providing Affordable Housing that is 

required to be sold to an Eligible Household. 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING RESTRICTION: A deed restriction of Affordable Housing meeting 

statutory requirements in M.G.L. Chapter 184, Section 31. 

AFFORDABLE RENTAL UNIT: A dwelling unit providing Affordable Housing that is required to 

be rented to an Eligible Household. 

AGRICULTURE / FARMING – RESIDENTIAL:  Land and buildings on a single family residential 

parcel, engaged in farming / agriculture in all of its branches (horticulture, viticulture, 

floriculture) and the cultivation and tillage of the soil as an accessory use, excluding the sale of 

any products. 
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ANIMAL HOSPITAL / VETERINARY CLINIC: A facility under the control of a licensed 

veterinarian where sick or injured animals are given medical or surgical care and boarding is 

limited to short –term care incidental to the hospital use. 

APPLICANT: The individual or entity that submits a project. 

Area of Special Flood Hazard – Flood plain district: is the land in the Floodplain within a 

community subject to a one percent (1%) or greater chance of flooding in any given year.  The 

area may be designated as Zone A, AO, AH, AE, or VE. 

AS-OF-RIGHT DEVELOPMENT: A Development Project allowable without recourse to a special 

permit, variance, zoning amendment, or other form of zoning relief; A.K.A. by-right.  

ASSISTED LIVING RESIDENCE-ALR:  see Specialized Elderly Housing & Care 

ATHLETIC AND PHYSICAL TRAINING FACILITIES:  An establishment which primarily provides 

equipment and/or instruction intended to assist clients to improve their physical condition and 

health through exercise and training (including yoga studios, small gyms, and sports) in a facility 

not to exceed 5,000 square feet.  Facilities larger in size shall be deemed to fall under the 

definition of “Recreation/Entertainment/Sports Facility (Indoor).” 

BASEMENT / CELLAR: A portion of any building with walls more than 50% below grade, and 

areas having less than six feet floor to ceiling height 

Base Flood – Flood plain district: means the flood having a one percent (1%) chance of being 

equaled or exceeded in any given year. Also known as the one-hundred year flood. 

Biotech or Biotechnology: The use of modern biological techniques for industrial or research 

purposes. The term shall include any industrial or research activities which use recombinant DNA 

molecules (rDNA) or organisms and viruses containing rDNA. 

BOARDING, ROOMING, LODGING OR TOURIST HOUSE:  A structure or portion thereof 

arranged or used for lodging with or without meals for compensation by three (3) or more lodgers 

or boarders, provided that the structure is residential in character.  This definition shall not 

include hotels, motels or inns. 

BY-Right:  

• No more than two (2) rooms are rented 

• No more than three (3) persons occupying the rented rooms 
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• Separate kitchens facilities are not provided  

 

Special Permit: 

• More than three (3) persons occupying the rented rooms 

• Separate kitchen facilities are not provided. 

 

BOAT YARD:  Land and buildings or portion thereof used for the sales, storing, building, 

repairing, servicing and launching of boats and ships for commercial purposes. 

BUILDING: An independent structure resting on its foundations and designed for the shelter or 

housing of persons, animals, chattels or property of any kind. 

Building Commissioner: The person occupying the office of Building Commissioner, or 

otherwise authorized to issue building permits, as stated in M.G.L. Chapter 143, Section 3, and 

the Danvers Zoning Bylaw. 

Building Coverage:  That area expressed as a percent of the total lot area, covered by principal 

and accessory structures (see Figure 30). 
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FIGURE 30: BUILDING COVERAGE 
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BUILDING, HEIGHT: A vertical distance measured from the existing base elevation, at the 

time of the building permit application, to the top of the highest roof beams of a flat roof or to the 

mean level of the highest gable or slope of a hip roof.  The grade plane is a reference plane 

representing the average of the finished ground level adjoining the building at all exterior walls.  

Where the finished ground level slopes away from the exterior walls, the reference plane shall be 

established by the lowest point within the area between the building and the lot line or, where a 

lot line is more than six (6) feet from the building, between the building and a point six (6) feet 

from the building.  For the purpose of the Bylaw, the following shall be restricted to a maximum 

height of twelve (12) feet above the roof line of a building: chimneys, radio and television 

antennae, wireless communication link (except as regulated in specific districts in the Zoning 

Bylaw), flagpoles, mechanical equipment, stairwells, and structures which are strictly ornamental 

in nature.  Spires associated with religious buildings shall be exempt from this provision. 

CAMP OR CAMPGROUND:  Land on which is located a cabin, travel trailer, shelter, houseboat or 

other recreational accommodation for seasonal or temporary living, excluding mobile homes.    

CEMETERY:  Property used for interring the dead.  

CHANGE OF USE: a change in the utilization or occupancy of a property or building from one use 

to another. Uses are defined in Table One of the Danvers Zoning Bylaw. 

Character Based Zoning Districts (CBZD):  a method of development regulation that 

emphasizes the physical character of development and includes the regulation of land uses with 

less emphasis on land and building function than conventional zoning. 

CLUB / FRATERNAL ORGANIZATION (NON PROFIT):   A facility owned or operated by a 

corporation, association, or persons for a social, educational, or recreational purpose, operated in 

accordance with the following: 

• Not open to the public where food and beverages are served. 

• All activities are contained within the structure with the exception of outdoor recreational 

activities which do not involve motorized vehicles. 

• Horse showing, livestock shows or dog shows are prohibited. 

• Outdoor electric amplification is prohibited.   

 

COMMON / SHARED DRIVEWAYS: Any drive, right-of-way or private way which provides access 

to two lots but which does not qualify as a street for determining frontage under Chapter  40A and 

41 of the M.G.L. 
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Congregate and Independent Housing for the Elderly:  see Specialized Elderly Residence & 

Care 

Congregate Living Facility for the Elderly: see specialized elderly Residence & care  

CONTRACTOR’S STORAGE YARD: A site upon which heavy vehicles and equipment (such as 

bulldozers, front-end loaders, and back-hoes) and materials used by professional contractors in 

construction, land clearing, landscaping or other similar activities including earthen material, 

demolished material and asphalt. 

CONVENIENCE STORE: A retail establishment for the sale of prepackaged food products & 

household items, including carryout items such as, milk, beverages, cigarettes, coffee and grocery 

items; which may be open extended hours; and operates in a manner which results in rapid 

turnover of customers. 

DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT (DHCD): The Massachusetts 

Department of Housing and Community Development.  

DEPENDENT DWELLING UNIT:  A dwelling unit within a building other than in a congregate living 

facility, which consists of one or more rooms having its own bath, toilet facilities, kitchen, and dining 

area, and which is designed for occupancy by at least one (1) person fifty-five (55) years of age or 

older. 

DESIGN STANDARDS: The design standards adopted by the Planning Board in its Zoning 

Regulations. 

DEVELOPMENT OR LAND DEVELOPMENT:  The construction, reconstruction, conversion, structural 

alteration, relocation or enlargement of any structure; any use or extension of the use of land; the 

subdivision or assemblage of lots or parcels into a new configuration. Access permits are considered 

proposals for land development. 

Development - Flood Plain District: means any man-made change to improved or unimproved 

real estate, including but not limited to buildings or other structures, mining, dredging, filling, 

grading, paving, excavation or drilling operations or storage of equipment or materials. 

DEVELOPMENT PROJECT OR PROJECT: A Residential, Commercial, Civic, or Mixed-Use 

Development. A Development Project shall be identified on a plan which is submitted to the 

Planning Board for review. 
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Development Site: One or more parcels or lots, whether or not in common ownership, under 

coordinated and/or unified development control constituting one or more Development Projects. 

Where the Development Site consists of more than a single building lot or parcel, the lots and 

parcels, in combination, shall be considered as one Development Project for the purpose of 

calculating parking requirements; minimum open space; and Dwelling Units per acre. A 

Development Site constituting more than one Development Project must result in a single zoning 

choice for the entire Development Site if electing to utilize Section 22.2(A), General Authority. 

DWELLING:  Any structure used in whole or in part for human habitation, exclusive of a trailer or 

mobile home, however mounted. 

Dwelling – Multiple Family:  A building or structure containing three (3) or more dwelling units 

intended or designed to be occupied by three (3) or more families, in accordance with the 

following provisions: 

• No more than one dwelling unit shall be located above another  

• No more than one-third of the gross living area shall be below the grade of the 

surrounding land 

• Each unit shall have a minimum of two (2) exposures – an exposure shall be a vertical 

wall containing one (1) or more areas of glazing and measured not less than six (6) linear 

feet. 

 

Dwelling – Multi-Family Dwelling Units: A residential building containing four or more 

dwelling units designed for occupancy by the same number of families as the number of dwelling 

units where the individual dwelling units are not located on separate lots. 

DWELLING –PAIRED HOUSE: A residential building containing two or three Dwelling Units 

designed for occupancy by the same number of families/households as the number of Dwelling 

Units and where the individual Dwelling Units are not located on separate lots.  

DWELLING – Single-Family Attached: An attached residential dwelling unit, designed for 

occupancy by one family only and on a separate lot where the use of the lot is within the 

exclusive control of the owner thereof.  

DWELLING – SINGLE FAMILY DETACHED:  A detached building or structure containing not 

more than one (1) dwelling unit intended or designed to be occupied by one (1) family other than 

a mobile home, designed for occupancy by one family/household only and which may or may not 

be in single ownership. Single-Family Detached Homes include Workers’ Cottages, Cottage 

Courts, and Starter Homes. 



















































R-I R-II R-III R-IA R-IIA R-IIIA C-I C-IA C-III HCZ RT114-A RT114-B V I-I I-II D-I Health Care HW WVD

1 & 2 Family

Dwelling - Single Family P P P P P P X X X X X X X X X X P

Dwelling - Two Family P X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X P

Residential Conservation Development SP (PB) SP (PB) SP (PB) X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

Lodging/ boarding / rooming / Tourist House

No more than 2 rooms / 3 or fewer lodgers P P X X X X X X X X X X X X X X P

More than 3 lodgers SP (ZBA) SP (ZBA) X X X X X X X X X X X X X X SP (PB)

Multi-Family SP (PB) X X SP (PB) SP (PB) X X X X X X X X X

Dwelling - Multi-Family upper floors X X X X X X X P/SP (PB) 4 X X X X P/SP (PB) 4 X X X P (UP TO 4 UNITS) - SP (PB)(5 OR MORE UNITS)

Dwelling - Conversion SP (ZBA) SP(ZBA) SP(ZBA) X X SP(ZBA) X X X X X X X X X X X

Mobile Home Park X X X x X X X X X X X X X X X X X

Mobile Home X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

Specialized Elderly Residence & Care

Senior Residence and Care Facility X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

Assisted Living Facility X X X X SP (PB) SP (PB) X X X X X X X X X X X

Nursing Home (rest home)

Non-profit SP(ZBA) P X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

For-profit SP(ZBA) SP (ZBA) X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

Congregate Living Facility

Dependent X X X SP (PB) SP (PB) X X X X X X X X X X X X

Independent X X X SP (PB) SP (PB) X X X X X X X X X X X X

Senior housing for low / moderate income X SP (ZBA) X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

Accessory Uses P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P X P

Agriculture / Farming X P P X X P X X X X X X X X X X X

Garage - 3 or fewer vehicles P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P

Garage - more than 3 vehicles X SP (ZBA) SP (ZBA) X X SP (ZBA) X X X X X X X X X X X

Green House - under 250 sq. ft. P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P

Green House - over 250 sq. ft. but less than 1,000 sq. 

ft

X P P X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

Home Occupation - Minor P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P

Home Occupation - Major SP (ZBA) SP (ZBA) SP(ZBA) SP (ZBA) SP 

(ZBA)

SP (ZBA) SP(ZBA) SP(ZBA) SP(ZBA) SP(ZBA) SP(ZBA) SP(ZBA) SP(ZBA) SP(ZBA) SP(ZBA) SP (ZBA) SP(ZBA)

R-I R-II R-III R-IA R-IIA R-IIIA C-I C-IA C-III HCZ RT114-A RT114-B V I-I I-II D-I Health Care HW WVD

Adult Uses (See Section 30) X X X X X X X X X SP (ZBA) X X X X X X X

Athletic and Physical Training Facilities X X X X X X P P P P P P P P P P P

Convenience Store X X X X X X P P P P P X P P X P P(UP TO 2500 SF)

Drive-Thrus (not including restaurants) X X X X X X P P P P P X X SP (PB) X SP (PB) SP (PB)

Funeral Home SP (PB) SP (PB) X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

Hotel / Motel X X X X X X X X P P X X X P X X X

Kennel X SP (ZBA) SP (ZBA) X X SP (ZBA) P P P X X X X P X SP (PB) X

Pet Day Care X X X X X X SP(PB) SP(PB) SP(PB) SP(PB) SP(PB) SP(PB) SP(PB) SP(PB) SP(PB) SP (PB) SP (PB)

Motor Vehicle Sales (Outdoor) X X X X X X X X X SP(PB) SP(PB) X X P X X X

Motor Vehicle Sales (Indoor) X X X X X X X X P P P X X P X X X

Motor Vehicle Service / repair/ Filling Station X X X X X X P P P SP (PB) SP (PB) X X P X X X

Motor Vehicle Car Wash X X X X X X P P P X X X X P X X X

Neighborhood Store SP (ZBA) SP (ZBA) SP (ZBA) SP (ZBA) SP SP (ZBA) P P P X X X X X X X X

Office X X X X X X P P P P P P P P P P P (UP TO 2500 SF SP (2500-5000 SF) PB

Office, Medical X X X X X X P P P P P X P P P P P (UP TO 2500 SF SP (2500-5000 SF) PB

Office, Professional X X X X X X P P P P P P P P P P P (UP TO 2500 SF SP (2500-5000 SF) PB

Office (all)- (under 30,000 sq. ft.) X X X X X X P P P P P P P P P P P (UP TO 2500 SF SP (2500-5000 SF) PB

Offic (all) (over 30,000 sq. ft.) X X X X X X P P P P SP (PB) SP (PB) P P P P X

Personal Retail Service Establishment X X X X X X P P P P P P P P X P P (UP TO 2500 SF SP (2500-5000 SF) PB

Recreation / Entertainment / sports facility- Indoor X X X X X X X X SP (PB) X X X X X X SP (PB) X

Repair Service Establishment X X X X X X P P P P P P P P X P P (UP TO 2500 SF SP (2500-5000 SF) PB

Restaurant X X X X X X P P P P P X X P X P P (UP TO 2500 SF SP (2500-5000 SF) PB

Restaurant - Drive-through X X X X X X P P P X X X X P X SP (PB) SP (PB)

Restaurant - Fast Food X X X X X X P P P X X X X P X SP (PB) SP (PB)

TABLE 1: TABLE OF ALLOWABLE USES  (approved by Town Meeting on February 3, 2014)

RESIDENTIAL USES
RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS COMMERCIAL DISTRICTS INDUSTRIAL SPECIAL

se
e 

zo
n
in

g
 b

y
la

w
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R-I R-II R-III R-IA R-IIA R-IIIA C-I C-IA C-III HCZ RT114-A RT114-B V I-I I-II D-I Health Care HW WVD

Restaurant - Take-Out X X X X X X P P P X X X X P X SP (PB) P (UP TO 2500 SF SP (2500-5000 SF) PB

Retail Sales

Retail Sales (under 15,000 sq. ft.) X X X X X X P P P P P X P P X P P (UP TO 2500 SF SP (2500-5000 SF) PB

Retail Sales (over 15,000 square feet) X X X X X X P P P P SP (PB) X P P X SP (PB) X

Retail sales - no outdoor sales/ display X X X X X X P P P P P X P P X P P (UP TO 2500 SF SP (2500-5000 SF) PB

Retail Sales -with outdoor sales / display X X X X X X P P X SP (ZBA) SP (ZBA) X P P X SP (PB) P (UP TO 2500 SF SP (2500-5000 SF) PB

Screen Cinema X X X X X X X X P/SP (PB) X X X X X X X X

Warehouse/Self-storage X X X X X X X X X P P P X P P P X

Shopping Center X X X X X X X X P X X X X P X X X

Wholesale Trade X X X X X X P P X X X X P P X P X

Accessory Uses X X X X X X P P P P P P P P P P X

R-I R-II R-III R-IA R-IIA R-IIIA C-I C-IA C-III HCZ RT114-A RT114-B V I-I I-II D-I Health Care HW WVD

Assembly/Processing Facility (Indoor) X X X X X X P P X P P P P P P P X

Assembly/Processing Facility (Outdoor) X X X X X X P P X X X X P P P P X

Assembly/Processing Facility (under 30,000 sq. ft.) X X X X X X P P X P P P P P P P X

Assembly/Processing Facility (over 30,000 sq. ft.) X X X X X X P P X P SP (PB) SP (PB) P P P P X

Light Manufacturing (under 30,000 sq. ft.) X X X X X X X X X P P P P P P P X

Light Manufacturing (over 30,000 sq. ft.) X X X X X X X X X P SP (PB) SP (PB) P P P P X

Research & Development X X X X X X X X X SP (ZBA) X X X P P P X

Trade Shop X X X X X X X X X X X SP(PB X SP(PB) X P X

Warehouse (under 30,000 sq. ft.) X X X X X X x X X X X P P P P P X

Warehouse (over 30,000 sq. ft.) X X X X X X X X X X X SP (PB) P P P P X

Industrial Accessory Use X X X X X X P P P P P P P P P P X

R-I R-II R-III R-IA R-IIA R-IIIA C-I C-IA C-III HCZ RT114-A RT114-B V I-I I-II D-I Health Care HW WVD

Club / Fraternal Organization- Nonprofit SP (ZBA) SP (ZBA) SP (ZBA) X X SP (ZBA) SP (ZBA) X X X X X X SP(ZBA) SP(ZBA) SP(ZBA) SP(ZBA)

Day Care center - not exempt SP (ZBA) SP (ZBA) X X X SP (ZBA) X P X X X X P X X X X

Educational Facility - Private - not exempt SP/ZBA SP/ZBA SP/ZBA X X SP/ZBA X X X X X X X X X X X

Hospital X X X X X X X X X X X X X X SP (PB) X X

Health Care Facility / Medical Clinic X X X X X X X X X X X X X X P X X

Municipal Use P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P

Passenger Transportation Terminal SP(ZBA) SP (ZBA) SP (ZBA) X X SP (ZBA) X X X SP (ZBA) X X X X X X SP UP TO 500 SF (PB)

Performing / Cultural / Arts Facility X X X X X X P P P X X X X P X X SP UP TO 5000 SF (PB)

School P P P P P X P P X

Instructional SP (ZBA) SP (ZBA) SP (ZBA) X X SP (ZBA) P P P P P X P P X X SP UP TO 5000 SF (PB)

Institutional Accessory Uses X X X X X X P P P P P P P P P P SP UP TO 2500 SF (PB)
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RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS COMMERCIAL DISTRICTS INDUSTRIAL
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R-I R-II R-III R-IA R-IIA R-IIIA C-I C-IA C-III HCZ RT114-A RT114-B V I-I I-II D-I Health Care HW WVD

Access / Egress across District Boundaries SP (PB) SP (PB) SP (PB) SP (PB) SP (PB) SP (PB) SP (PB) SP (PB) SP (PB) SP (PB) SP (PB) SP (PB) SP (PB) SP (PB) SP (PB) SP (PB) SP (PB)

Common / Shared Driveways SP (PB) SP (PB) SP (PB) SP (PB) SP (PB) SP (PB) P P P P P P P P P P P

Exempt Uses per M.G.L. Chapter 40A. Section 3 P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P

Outdoor Storage SP(ZBA) SP(ZBA) SP(ZBA) SP(ZBA) SP(ZBA) SP(ZBA) P P P P P P P P P P SP(ZBA)

Outdoor Sales X X X X X X P P P P P P P P P P P

Outdoor Display X X X X X X P P P P P P P P P P SP(ZBA)

Storage Container P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P

R-I R-II R-III R-IA R-IIA R-IIIA C-I C-IA C-III HCZ RT114-A RT114-B V I-I I-II D-I Health Care HW WVD

Aninal Hospital / Veterinary Clinic X (SP(PB) SP(PB) X X X P P P P P P P P X P SP (PB)

Cemetery (not exempt) X P P X X P X X X X X X X X X X X

Conservation - land P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P

Contractor's Yard X X X X X X X X X SP(PB) SP(PB) SP(PB) X SP(PB) X SP(PB) X

Farm Stand X SP (ZBA) P X X P P P X P P X P P X P SP(PB)

Fuel Storage X X X X X X X X X X X SP(PB) X SP(PB) X X X

Garden / Landscape / Nursery Supply X X X X X X X X X SP(PB) SP(PB) SP(PB) X SP(PB) X X X

Keeping of Animals on Residential Properties P P P X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

Marina X X X X X X X X X X X X X SP (ZBA) X X SP(PB)

Boat Yard X X X X X X X X X X X X X SP (ZBA) X X SP(PB)

Parking Lot - Accessory

  At grade X X X X X X P P P P P P P P P P P

  Structured X X X X X X P P SP (PB) P X X P X X X SP(PB)

Private Landing Areas (airplanes) X X X X X X X X X X X X X X P X X

Recreation / Entertainment / Sports Facility - X X SP (ZBA) X X SP (ZBA) X X X X X X X X X SP(PB) X

Salvage / Junk / wrecking yard X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

Solid Waste Facility X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

Utilities - Public SP (ZBA) SP (ZBA) SP (ZBA) X X SP (ZBA) P P X X X X X X X X X

Wireless Communications Facility X X X X X X X X P P X X X X X X X

  Roof Mounted X X X X X X X X P P X X X X X SP(PB) X

  Ground mounted X X X X X X X X P P X X X X X X X

Land Oriented Accessory Uses X X X X X X P P P P P P P P P P X

LAND ORIENTED USES
RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS COMMERCIAL DISTRICTS INDUSTRIAL SPECIAL

TABLE 1: TABLE OF ALLOWABLE USES  (approved by Town Meeting on February 3, 2014)
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Table 1A, Civic Space Districts, Schedule of Uses 

Uses 
 CS-

ROW 
CS-OS CS-Inst 

Childcare center  P P P 

Use of land or structures for religious purposes  P P P 

Use of land or structures for educational purposes on land owned 

or leased by the commonwealth or any of its agencies, 

subdivisions, or bodies politic or by a religious sect or 

denomination, or by a nonprofit educational corporation 

 

P P P 

Essential services  P P P 

Exempt agricultural uses and structures (see MGL c. 40A, s.3)  P P P 

Municipal buildings or uses  P P P 

Wireless communication facility  P P P 

Park, playground  P P P 

Cemetery  X P P 

Removal from a lot of earth materials for sale such as loam, sod, 

sand, gravel, stone, rock, or clay 

 
X X SP1 

Farm for the raising of crops not exempt by statute  X P P 

Farmstand   X SP2 P 

Horseback riding area or stables not exempt by statute  X SP2 SP1 

Greenhouse or nursery not exempt by statute  X SP1 SP2 

Temporary building or trailer incidental to the construction of a 

building or land development 

 
P P P 

School not exempt by statute  X X SP1 

Instruction in music or the arts, not to exceed 3,500 square feet of 

floor space per establishment 

 
X SP2 SP2 

Museum, art gallery, private library  X SP2 SP2 

Nonprofit community service center or charitable organization  X X P 

Private, nonprofit club or lodge of social, fraternal, veterans, 

professional or political association; union hall; not including a 

recreational club 

 

X X P 

Recreational facilities such as golf course, tennis, or swimming 

club 

 
X P P 

A private nonprofit recreational facility such as golf course, 

tennis, or swimming club 

 
X P P 

 
1 SPGA = Planning Board 
2 SPGA = Zoning Board of Appeals 



Uses 
 CS-

ROW 
CS-OS CS-Inst 

An automobile parking lot, where the parking spaces do not 

serve a principal use on the same lot and where no sales or 

service takes place 

 

X SP1 P 

A solar energy system, building-mounted  P P P 

A solar energy system, canopy  P P P 

A solar energy system, large-scale  P P P 

A solar energy system, small-scale  P P P 

Holiday Sales (trees, wreaths, etc.)  X P P 

 



SETBACKS BULK
PARKING

MIN 
LOT 

AREA

MIN 
AREA PER 

UNIT

MIN 
FRONT-

AGE

MAX %  
of WET-
LANDS

FRONT 
YARD

SIDE 
YARD 

REAR 
YARD 

 FROM ADJ. 
STRUCTURE / 

DISTRICT

FROM ADJ. RES. 
STRUCTURE / 

DISTRICT / 
SETBACK

MAX 
BLD 
HT

MAX 
LOT 
COV

MAX 
BLD 
COV

MIN 
USABLE 

OPEN 
SPACE / 

UNIT

FOUND-
ATION

LOT 
LINE

PARKING WITHIN SETBACK

(sq. ft.) (sq. ft.) (feet) (feet) (feet) (feet) (feet) (feet) (feet) (feet) (%) (%) (sq. ft.) (feet) (ft) (feet) (feet)

Single Family 10,000 NA 80 NA 20 (1) (2) 8 8 NA NA 30 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
Two Family 15,000 NA 80 NA 20 (1) (2) 8 8 NA NA 30 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
Multi-Family 30,000 7500 / unit 125 NA 40 30 30 40=structure 30=res structure 30 NA NA 1,000 3 ft. wide 10 ft. 

wide
NA NA

Dwelling - Conversion 5,000 2,500 / unit 
(4)

80 NA 20 NA 8 8 NA 30 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

Accessory Uses NA NA NA NA 20 5 (3) 5 (3) NA NA 10 (3) NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

Single Family 20,000 NA 125 NA 30 (1) (2) 15 15 NA NA 30 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
Dwelling - Conversion 30,000 5 125 NA 30 (1) (2) 15 15 NA NA 30 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
Accessory Uses NA NA NA NA 30 5 (3) 5 (3) NA NA 10 (3) NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

Single Family 30,000 NA 150 NA 30 (1) (2) 20 20 NA NA 30 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
Dwelling - Conversion 45,000 5 150 NA 30 20 20 NA NA 30 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
Accessory Uses NA NA NA NA 30 5 (3) 5 (3) NA NA 10 (3) NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

Single Family 5,000 NA 50 NA 20 (1) (2) 8 8 NA NA 30 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
     Accessory Uses NA NA NA NA 20 8 (3) 8 (3) NA NA 10 (3) NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
Multi-family 80,000 5,000 / unit 100 NA 40 30 30 40 30= res structure 30 NA NA 1,000 NA 10 ft. 

wide
NA NA

Single Family 20,000 NA 125 NA 30 (1) (2) 15 15 NA NA 30 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
Multi Family 90,000 15,000 / 

unit (8)
125 NA 50 30 30 30 / 50 / 100 (7) NA 30 NA NA NA 10 ft. 

wide

5 ft. wide 

25 = front setbact
30 = RES District
50 = Historic District             
10 = side  / rear setbacks

Assisted Living Facility 5 acres 2,150 / unit 
(9)

150 75% (18) 75 50 50 100 (10) NA 35 NA 40% NA NA NA
NA 25  = side / rear setbacks

Single Family 30,000 NA 150 NA 30 (1) (2) 20 20 NA NA 30 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
Dwelling - Conversion 45,000 NA 150 NA 30 (1)(2) 20 20 NA NA 30 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
Assisted Living Facility 7 acres 4,000 / unit 

(14)
150 75% (16) 75 50 50 NA 75 = front setback 30 (15) NA 40% NA NA NA

NA 25  = side / rear setbacks

10. 100 ft. setback from Historic District
11.  (Intentionally left blank)

12. 12. (Intentionally left blank)

13. (Intentionally left blank)
14.  Maximum of 100 units.25 Ft. maximum height for accessory 

structures
15. 75% of wetlands can be used in calculating density
16. (Intentionally left blank)
17. 75% of wetlands can be used in calculating density 

TABLE 2 - TABLE OF DIMENSIONAL REQUIREMENTS - RESIDENTIAL  - (* see section 7.3 for Supplemental Provisions)    approved by Town Meeting on January 9, 2007

RESIDENTIAL I (R-I)

RESIDENTIAL II

SETBACKSLOTS COVERAGE LANDSCAPING

ZONING DISTRICT

Buffer strip

RESIDENTIAL IIIA

RESIDENTIAL R III

RESIDENTIAL R-IA

NOTES:

RESIDENTIAL II-A 

1. Eaves, steps & open porches may be less
2. No structure shall be required to be set back more than than average of the setbacks of existing structures on the street
3. The reduced side and rear setback requirements for accessory structures apply only for structures less than 120 SF in area or ten (10) feet in height. For all 
other structures, including those required for the keeping of animals, the principal setbacks shall apply. The keeping of animals in zones where the use is 
allowed is subject to permit from the Board of Health. 
4. Maximin of four (4) units
5. Maximum of two (2) units
6. (Intentionally left blank)
7. 30 ft. setback from adjacent structure / 50 ft. setback from adjacent residential district / 100 ft. setback from Historic District
8. Maximum of nine  (9) units per building.
9. Maximum of 125 units 





BULK

MIN 
LOT 

AREA

MIN 
FRONT-

AGE
FRONT SIDE YARD REAR YARD ADJ. USE / STRUCTURE / 

LOT LINE / DISTRICT
FRONT 

PARKING 

SIDE / 
REAR 

PARKING 

ADJ. RES. 
PROPERTY / 

STRUCTURE / 
DISTRICT

MAX 
BLG 
HT

MAX 
BLD 
COV

MAX 
IMPER-
VIOUS

FOUND-
ATION

WITHIN 
SETBACK

ADJ. to RES. 
DISTRICT

(sq.ft.) (feet) (feet) (feet) (feet) (feet) (feet) (feet) (feet) (ft) / 
(Storie (%) (%)

All Allowable Uses NA NA 10 (1) 0 / 5 (2) 0 / 5 (2) NA NA NA NA 45 / 3 NA NA NA NA NA

All Allowable Uses NA NA 10 (1) 5 (3)                      
10 (4)

5 (3)                     
10 (4) NA NA NA NA 35 / 3 NA NA NA NA NA

Shopping Center 40,000 100 100=Endicott St.  
50 = all other St.  

30 = structure (6)     side/ rear lot 
line (6)      100 = Res. Lot Line (7) 50 = Endicott St. 45 (5) 50% 80% NA NA

All  Alowable Uses 40,000 50 50 = street 30 20 45 (5) 50% 80% NA NA

Wireless Communication Link 
(roof and ground) 40,000 50 100 100 100 300 = res. Use 20 NA 12 50% 80% NA NA

All Allowable Uses 1 acre 100 25 (9) 25 25 100 = RES District N/A N/A 55 (8) NA NA NA
Wireless Communication Link 

(roof and ground) 1 acre 100 25 25 25 100 = RES District      50 =  
Route 1 NA NA 12 NA NA NA

All Allowable Uses N/A 50 50 25 25 50 = Res District(11)     25 = 
Structure

N/A N/A NA 55/4 50% NA NA NA NA

All Allowable Uses N/A 75 50 25 25 50 = Res District N/A N/A NA 55/4 50% NA NA NA NA

All Allowable Uses N/A 50 50 25 25 50 = Res District(11)     25 = 
Structure

N/A N/A 10 (Res District) 42(12) 50% NA NA NA NA

All Allowable Uses 2 acres 200 100 50 50 100 = Res District        40 = 
Structure N/A N/A NA 45/ 4 40% 70% 3 ft. wide

50 = nearest front 
lot line            25 
= nearest side / 

rear lot lines

50 = nearest 
RES District

All Allowable Uses 2 acres 200 100 50 50 100 = RES District     40 = 
structure N/A N/A 50 = RES District 45/NA 40% 70% 3 ft. wide

50 = nearest front 
lot line                

25 = nearest side 
/ rear lot lines

50 = nearest 
RES District

VILLAGE (V)

All Allowable Uses 2 acres 100 50 25 25 50 = RES District N/A N/A NA 55/4 50% 70% NA NA NA

NOTES:
1.  No building shall be required to be set back more than the average setbacks of the two (2) abutting and next adjacent lots on either side of the subject lot.  A 10 ft. setabck shall be used for vacant lots.
2.  Only applicable where the subject lot shares a common boundary or property line with a residentially zoned lot, otherwise zero (0) setback.
3.  5 ft. from another commercially zoned property.
4.  10 ft. from a residentially zoned property.
5.  Architectural features (facacde treatments ornamental in nature & mechanical equipment) shall not extend more than 10 ft. above the roofline
6.  May be built closer to adjacent structure and / or a side or rear lot line where another structure is adjacent or abutting, irrespective of ownership.
7.  100 ft. setback for loading docks, dumspters or refuse areas.
8.  Lots previously zoned Commercial II may have a maximum height of 125 ft.
9.  For every ft. in height over 55 ft, the structure shall be set back an additionalone (1) ft. from the front setback.
10.  Restaraunts (no fast food, driv-thru, take) & retails uses (no outdoor storage, sales display) may have 80% imprevious coverage
11.  Except for the R-IA District

TABLE 3  - TABLE OF DIMENSIONAL REQUIREMENTS  - COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL - (* see section 7.3 for Supplemental Provisions) approved by Town Meeting on Janaury 29, 2007
PARKING SETBACKS from

HIGHWAY CORRIDOR (HC)

100 = Res. Use    50 
= R-IA District            
25 = all other

100 = Res. Use    50 
= R-IA District            
25 = all other

NA 50= res. Property   
20 = R-IA District  

COMMERCIAL IA  (C-IA)

COMMERCIAL III (C-III)

SETBACKS

ZONING DISTRICT

LANDSCAPINGCOVERAGELOTS

COMMERCIAL I (C-I)

50 = side / rear to 
RES Use      20 = 
side / rear from R-

IA District

12. Maximum height is 35' within 50 feet of residential structure.

DANVERSPORT INDUSTRIAL (D-1)

70%     
80% (10)

100 = Res 
District50 = RES District

INDUSTRIAL I (I-I)

INDUSTRIAL II (I-II)

ROUTE 114 - ZONE A (RTE 114-A)

ROUTE 114 - ZONE B (RTE 114-B)

*  SEE SECTION 7.3 for SUPPLEMENTAL PROVISIONS





!TABLE 4 -TABLE OF DIMENSIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR EXEMPT USES - TOWN OF DANVERS, MA 
Approved by Town Meeting on January 29, 2007 

Min. Lot Min. Front 
Max Bldg 

Parking Spaces 
USE Area(sq. Frontage setback Side/Rear Setbacks (ft.) 

Max Bldg Min.Open 
*see Section 4 -

ft.) (ft.) (ft.) 
Ht. (ft.) Cov. Space 

Site Plan 

Religious 30,000 150 30 20 30 15% 25% 

Religious 
w/accessory 
educational or 
Day Care 
facility 40,000 150 30 20 30 15% 25% 

Religious 
w/accessory 
educational and 
day care 
facilities 40,000 150 30 20 30 15% 25% 

Day Care 20,000 125 30 20 20 15% 25% 

Educational 

Kindergarten/ 
Nursery Schools 20,000 125 30 20 30 20% 25% 

Elementary/Jr. 
High Schools 30,000 150 30 20 35 20% 25% 
High Schools 80,000 150 30 50 50 25% 25% 

Educational - Mini Campus 
For purposes of this bylaw, Educational uses that have a minimum of three (3) contiguous parcels, whether separated by a stree or not, 
each having a minimum lot area of five (5) acreas and a combined total acreage of the lots equal to or greater than 100 acres, shall be 
considered a single lot subject to the following dimensional, bulk, open space and parking requirements. 

Min. Lot Area 
Min. Front Side/Rear Floor Area 

Min.Open Parking Spaces 

(acres) 
Frontage Setback Setbacks Max. Bldg Ht. (ft.) Ratio 

Space * see Section 4 - Site Plan 
(ft.) (ft.) (ft) (FAR) 

100 500 30 50 Sliding scale based upon 0.06 50% 
setback from nearest 
residential use property 
line: 

Setback Heii:;ht 

50ft. 40ft. 

51-59 ft. 45ft. 

60-69 ft. 50ft. 

70-79ft. 55ft. 

80-89 ft. 60ft. 

90-95ft. 65ft. 

95 plus ft. 70ft. 




